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Pitman resident Kathy Callow and her five-year-old son Mark departed the United States on Monday, February 21, on a humanitarian journey to poverty stricken Guatemala.  They will be part of a group of 30 volunteers in The GOD’S CHILD Project who will be making this two-week trip. 

For about the last three years, Kathy has been sponsoring a child through the nonprofit GOD’S CHILD Project.  Reading the organization’s newsletters, she became aware of its other programs, in particular the construction projects they continually undertake in Guatemala, where the organization maintains a successful school program.  Having always wanted to take part in such a project, she contacted the program and began making plans in October 1999 for the trip. 

The GOD’S CHILD Project is focused on poor children and their families, based on the theory that education will end poverty.  When a poor Guatemalan child is accepted into the program, he is enrolled in school and can stay in the program as long as he stays in school.  Being enrolled in the program entitles the child to food, shelter, clothing, medical care, and tuition.  Students earning good grades also receive pocket money and bus fare. 

Families of the students in the program receive benefits as well.  Academic achievement can earn a student’s family new construction on their home, possibly as a concrete floor to replace a dirt floor, or the addition of plumbing in the residence, or perhaps a basic cinder block home to replace the shack that has served as a meager shelter. 

An environmental engineer, Kathy has a background in sewage treatment, experience that will be useful on the trip.  One semester of study in Mexico also means she has enough command of Spanish so that communication should not present an obstacle, but rather be a significant help.  And yet, she’s not sure she is prepared enough.  “I’m expecting to see some horrible poverty,” she remarked in a recent interview.  “I’m hoping I’m prepared for that.” 

Kathy and Mark, a Walls School kindergarten student, brought two additional suitcases with them.  Neither the climate nor their work dictate that the suitcases be filled with extra travel wear.  Instead, the suitcases will be filled with medical supplies such as bandages, vitamins, toothbrushes, cold medicines, pain relievers, and the like.  Kathy and Mark have been acquiring them with the generosity of local donors. 

The GOD’S CHILD Project was founded by Bismarck, ND,-native Patrick Atkinson in 1991.  He had been involved in Guatemala for a number of years prior to that, but returned to the United States hoping to find replenishment after years of intense work in an endlessly poor environment took its toll.  Within about a year, however, his former efforts in Guatemala were faltering under other leadership, and he received calls to come back to Guatemala and rescue the kids he had worked with before. 

The GOD’S CHILD Project includes 850 students currently enrolled and a total of 3,500 who have passed through its doors.  It has expanded to include a legal advocacy program.  It has built a community center that includes a library and classrooms, and now operates a school for the disabled, one for native Guatemalan Indians, and educates students in a prison program.  Perhaps one of The GOD’S CHILD Project’s most glowing accomplishments is this year’s opening of a clinic staffed by a medical doctor who is a GOD’S CHILD Project alumnus. 

The GOD’S CHILD Project can be contacted at: The GOD’S CHILD Project, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573, Phone: 701-255-7956, Email: godschld@btinet.net 

 

