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A father’s care; helping children and their families survive 

  

Mark Luther just spent two weeks in Guatemala with the help of his employer. 

Luther is a geologist and manager of the GIS mapping division of Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson, a North Dakota-based engineering and consulting firm.  The company paid his way, along with three other firm members, to Antigua, Guatemala. 

The four were in Guatemala, Central America, as volunteers, building homes for poor native families whose children are put through school by The GOD’S CHILD Project.  

“I had been interested in mission work and this seemed like a very good opportunity,” said Luther, “especially with the company support.” 

Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson (KLJ) has made The GOD’S CHILD Project a special project for its firm, with the first of several member groups to be sent to Antigua. 

Luther and the other KLJ employees, Bob Hansen of Valley City, Gregg Orvick of Minot and Jerry Volk of Dickinson, were among 28 volunteers who built six homes in a week. 

They spent the rest of their two-week stay distributing used clothing to GOD’S CHILD students and at dedication ceremonies for a new education center, built in part with funds raised by Rotary International District 5580, which includes all of North Dakota. 

Luther helped build a home for the Gonzalez Sinay family near Jocotenango, a slum area on the edge of Antigua. 

About the size of a small bedroom here, the new home has a concrete floor, block and sheeting walls, and a corrugated metal roof.  It, along with a similar home built last year, replaces a dirt-floored shack with walls of cardboard and cornstalks, and a roof of sharp, rusty tin. 

The GOD’S CHILD Project is a non-profit charity, founded by Patrick Atkinson, formerly of Bismarck, which channels funds, contributed by U.S. and international donors to children too poor to go to school.  “These are orphans and children who may have only one parent, usually a mother.  And she can’t afford to send them to public school,” says Luther, father of three. 

The project is currently paying for uniforms, food, transportation and school items for 1,007 students enrolled in 87 Guatemalan schools.  It pays them on an incentive basis, with children able to boost the amount they receive each month by getting better grades.  Those who earn “A’s” are paid more than those who get “B’s.” 

“That encourages kids to study harder and mothers to make sure their children do their homework,” says Luther. 

Children may stay in the project, which is the largest, most successful of its kind in Central America, through high school and college.  “Our goal is to help kids break out of poverty by equipping them with skills to get better jobs,” says Atkinson.  Records of GOD’S CHILD, now in its ninth year, show that 80 percent of the kids who stay with the project for one year will graduate from high school.  And half of those will go on to college. 

Luther lives west of Mandan with his wife, Kate, and their children, Megan, Jed, and Sam. 
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