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Regis offers graduate degree in non-profits

By Diane Freeman 

Business Report Correspondent 

DENVER -- Graduate students at Regis University in Denver traveled to Guatemala last year as part of a master's degree program in managing non-profit organizations. 

The private Jesuit university is one of only six universities in the country to offer a master's degree in this field, said Wendy Winter, graduate program representative for the school. 

Regis began offering the program in the 1990-1991 school year. It usually has from 130 to 150 students enrolled in the program each year. "It's slowly increased each year," Winter said. 

To qualify for the program, an individual must have a bachelor's degree in any field and have worked or interned in a non-profit organization for at least two years. 

"The master's degree in non-profit management is specifically designed to prepare people in the non-profit sector for leadership," she said. "Many of our students will become executive directors of non-profit programs." The student population is fairly diverse, and the average age of a student in this program is 36 years old, she said. The student group is fairly divided between men and women. 

"Some graduates have started their own non-profit businesses. Others go to work for very small groups or to major non-profits like United Way or the Girl Scouts," Winter said. Some graduates work for trusts giving money out to worthy causes instead of trying to raise money, she added. 

The Guatemalan program, Service Learning Class in Guatemala, was started by Regis graduate Patrick Atkinson. 

"He's one of our students, and he started working with children there," she said. "Students go there and they teach, build and look at the political climate of Central America and the role of non-profits." Some 10 students participated in the first trip this year, she said. 

To graduate with a master's degree in non-profit management, students must take 36 hours of courses. Classes include such topics as advocacy, organizational change, program development, financial resource development, governance, and leadership and ethics. Electives also are available in volunteer management, grant writing and fund raising. 

The degree culminates in a professional project, which involves creation, development, improvement or evaluation of a product or a program or entails the writing of a thesis. The project will have immediate applicability in a non-profit agency or sector of the non-profit community, according to degree requirements. 

The degree is designed to be completed in 24 months, taking one course at a time. 

Winter said the university has one full-time faculty member supervising the program while most faculty are affiliates. "They work full time in the field and teach a class or two," she said. 

One faculty member is from the Colorado Trust, a large trust that provides funds and fellowships for Colorado non-profit groups, she said. 

"Actually, the highlight of our program is our partnership with the Colorado Trust. They offer 12 students each year a full fellowship with a specific leadership component," Winter said. Students selected for these fellowships must have exhibited leadership in Colorado non-profits and a commitment to continue working in the non-profits within the state, she said. 

The Colorado Trust has partnered with the graduate program at Regis for five years. 

Winter said the demand for managers in non-profit groups is growing. "There are a huge number of non-profit organizations in Colorado. It's a great area to be in," she said. 

"This program highlights the mission of Regis University in its commitment to a just society and to a value-centered education," she said. 

Regis, which was founded in 1877, has 11,000 students and offers a variety of educational programs. To learn more about the program, visit www.regis.edu/spsgrad. 

The other five schools that offer this type of master's degree include the University of San Francisco, Seattle University, Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, Indiana University and the New School for Social Research in New York, she said. 
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