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Guatemalan Trip is “Awesome Experience”

A group of eighteen SMCHS students and adults traveled to Guatemala early this summer to volunteer their services to The GOD’S CHILD Project. Team leaders for the group were Andrea LaBore, Kaye Obregon, Joanne Rose, and Warren Rose. Other travelers were Corissa Barth, Annie Beck, Kelsey Hoffman, Randy Hoffman, Nichole Keller, Nicole LaBore, Karli Morman, Cecelia Obregon, Lisa Richter, Nicole Rose, Christina Senger, Kari Snustad, Chad Steckler and Andrea Whalen.

The group was in Guatemala for two weeks. While there, they built houses for two families and roofed a school. They also helped to unload and sort approximately 2000 pounds of donation boxes. Joanne, a pharmacist with MedCenter One Health Systems, organized the pharmacy and Kaye, a pediatric doctor with Mid Dakota Clinic, saw several patients.

This trip had been planned and organized for almost a year. Beginning in the fall of 2000, the group solicited donations and worked hard at many fundraisers, netting over $ 15,000. Fundraisers included car washes, raking leaves, bake sales, used book sales, a rummage sale, and a variety of others.

According to Joanne and Warren Rose, there were many things the group enjoyed on their trip. The students were very gratified to be able to interact with the Guatemalan families, and bonded strongly with them. The group was pleased to see the progress The GOD’S CHILD Project had made – kids were cleaner and better clothed. They also commented on the delicious bread – “softest in the world” – and the fruit, especially the pineapple that “melts in your mouth.”

The trip wasn’t all work – there were side trips, including a visit to Panajachel, a tourist town where they shopped and ate dinner. They also visited a town where they attended Mass at a 15th century church. Other highlights included a visit to the Agua Magic Water Park on the Pacific Ocean, and Ximiché, the site of Mayan ruins.

Warren indicated that there was very little about the trip that the group didn’t like, other than inconveniences due to the lack of sanitary conditions, and not being able to go out after dark without an adult present. Overall, he stated that the trip was an “awesome, incredible experience.”
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