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Local charities haven’t given up hope

By Elizabeth Pierce

Volunteers navigated through a kitchen filled with 17 turkeys, 120 pounds of potatoes, 37 pumpkin pies and eight apple pies Wednesday morning while local charities gathered to talk about how they are doing, while peeling potatoes.

AID Inc.’s 18th annual Thanksgiving dinner will be held today from noon to 4 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church. The event is free and open to the public, and there will also be children’s games and bingo. So far, AID Inc. thrift store manager and dinner organizer Sandy Friesz said she has 250 reservations.

“Older people who don’t want to be home alone or people who don’t know how to cook a turkey can dome down here,” Friesz said. “This dinner gets people together and let them get to know other people in the community.”

AID Inc is a community-based self-help organization that runs a food pantry and offers job assistance and financial counseling.

Rep. Earl Pomeroy D-N.D. stopped by to peel some potatoes and bring attention to the tough times local charities are facing.

“Make sure you have 10 of these when you’re done,” said volunteer Susan Julius, warning Pomeroy not to cut off any fingers as the congressman picked up a potato.

Friesz, whom Pomeroy called “the quarterback for this year’s dinner,” said she’ll work most of Wednesday night and be in the church kitchen early today, along with 75 volunteers, to cook and serve dinner.

Representatives from the Salvation Army, Ruth Meiers House, Ronald McDonald House, Abused Adult Resource Center and The GOD’S CHILD Project gave updates on how they are doing. All of the charities said they need donations: clothing and supplies, food, money and time.

“The community is supportive, but they’re just tapped out right now,” said Tammy King, director of client services at the Ruth Meiers House.

Patrick Atkinson, director of The GOD’S CHILD Project, said of the 27 groups scheduled to build homes for the poor in Guatemala next year, all but one have cancelled.

“We’ve accepted a number of families into the program who were literally living under newspapers and cardboard,” Atkinson said. “Now what are we suppose to do?”

Even though donations are down, charities remain upbeat and are looking for ways to operate with less funding, saying they’ll find a way to survive.

“North Dakotans have been outstanding in helping any way they can,” Atkinson said. During a recent visit to Bismarck to solicit donations, Atkinson said his organization received enough money to pay off a growing debt, although donations are still far below normal.

But The GOD’S CHILD Project, like many others, will look for ways other than turning people away to cut costs.

“We won’t lose a single child to the streets,” Atkinson said.

King said the organizations can’t afford to expand right now but the recent ‘Freezin for a Reason’ Ruth Meiers fundraiser raised $ 5,000.

“That’s $ 5,000 more than we had the day before,” King said.
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