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GOD’S CHILD Project

An opportunity to serve God through the poor

Special to New Earth
(Antigua, Guatemala) When Danelle Klaman returned home to Fargo after serving with The GOD’S CHILD Project, she left her shoes – and her heart – in Guatemala

“Imagine walking everywhere you needed to go, across dirt, rocks, weeds, trash and mud, without shoes on your feet. One of our little friends that hung out with us each day was without shoes,” she said. “The last day of our work project I gave him my shoes and I went home without.

“It as such a humbling moment to know that he walked away that day with a beautiful smile on his face, a new friend in his heart, and my Reeboks on his feet.”

Klaman, 24, and her husband, Matthew, 26, traveled to Guatemala with Carl and Andrea Jackson, also of Fargo, as an independent ServiceTeam that connected with other volunteers for The GOD’S CHILD Project. They flew into Guatemala City and spent most of the time in Antigua, where the project’s Dreamer Center is located.

“The focus of our trip was to seek a stronger relationship with God and one another, which we fully accomplished,” she said. “Our worksite was located on the side of a mountain, amidst the poorest of God’s poor.”

Klaman, who had volunteered twice previously in Guatemala, said that she and Matthew wanted to serve God through the poor. The couple wanted to live and work among God’s children in order to strengthen their spiritual relationship and seek true sanctity, she said.

“It is an unbelievable experience to give up the comforts and security of our world in order to really see God and feel his presence,” she said. “We thought the overall adventure of a mission trip was intriguing and something we needed to experience as a couple.”

The Klamans also sponsor a child through The GOD’S CHILD Project, and the trip provided them with the opportunity to meet Henry, their Godchild.

During their two-week mission trip in June, the Klamans worked on a mountainside near the small village of San Juan Gascón, just outside of Antigua. Their group built a schoolhouse that had been started and abandoned several years ago. They leveled the ground, which included cleaning out garbage, glass, and cans, and laying concrete for the floor; they put in windows, a door, and a ceiling.

“It was an exciting project that was extremely satisfying” Klaman said. “We also had much ‘help’ from the many children in the village, who spent all their days with us, playing games, trying to visit, blowing bubbles and eating candy.”

It was one of those children who tugged at Klaman’s heart – inspiring her to give away her shoes – when he had to do everything barefoot. 

“Our trip was definitely not all work and no play. We spent each morning and afternoon playing with the hundreds of children involved with The GOD’S CHILD Project at The Dreamer Center,” Klaman said. “These are by far the most precious of all God’s children. They have virtually no material possessions, yet have such peace and fulfillment in their hearts.

“Many of them touched us in special ways and continue to bring smiles to our faces and hearts when we think of them and our time together.”

In 1990, North Dakota native Patrick Atkinson started The GOD’S CHILD Project, a non-profit, non-denominational charity. Initially staffed entirely by volunteers, the no-frills, low-budget program tries to break the cycle of poverty with education.

The GOD’S CHILD Project’s mission is to assist God’s poorest children in their educational, social, physical and spiritual growth. The organization views education as a practical way to help poor children escape from an otherwise painful life.

The program, based in Bismarck, also offers a financial incentive to the poor families of serious students: if they maintain a B average, The GOD’S CHILD Project pays the child’s educational expenses and provides a living stipend for the entire family.

The charity and Atkinson have received many humanitarian and distinguished service awards, including a 2001 lifetime achievement award from the government of Guatemala and a 2000 human rights award from the city of Antigua, Guatemala. 

The Dreamer Center is a 6-acre health and education facility built by the project on the edge of the San Felipe slums outside of Antigua. It is home to the Atkinson Family Clinics, which provides free medical services to poor families and children. In addition to having a full-time medical doctor on staff that works with interns from around the world, the clinic also retains the services of a full-time psychologist.

For more information about The GOD’S CHILD Project, visit its website at www.GodsChild.org
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