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The University of Mary may see a new program implemented this fall. Nancy Kleingartner, assistant professor of social work at the University of Mary, has been working with a group of six faculty members for approximately one year to develop the new program. The program would work with the Bismarck-based GOD’S CHILD Project, which is an interdenominational, non-profit organization that educates and cares for families and children in need. U-Mary’s new program would span the spring semester and May term, and include a two-week trip to Guatemala. The course will be worth four credits, and it will be decided this fall whether the program is to be approved.

Kleingartner is the vice-president of the North Central board for The GOD’S CHILD Project. The program would increase student involvement in The GOD’S CHILD Project in three main ways. First, it would include a two-week trip to Guatemala. During this time, the student would work with a “service team” and build homes for the poor. Second, the program would encourage internships and clinicals in Guatemala. And third, there would be a course for graduate and undergraduate students called a “service learning” course. This would include online learning created following the course outline which was originally developed by GOD’S CHILD Project founder, Patrick Atkinson.

The new course would be for many disciplines. Kleingartner explained that nursing, education, occupational therapy, physical therapy, social work, and many more could benefit from the program. The students would work with an advisor to develop their own project to do while in Guatemala. Kleingartner said that they are also going to form some fundraising activities to cut some of the costs. “We’ll do everything we can to help out the students.”

Nikki Brossart, a junior in social work, completed her six-week internship in Guatemala this summer. “The first week we worked with a service team to build a house. The rest of the time consisted of home visits.” Brossart said the home visits were to ensure that the children of the household were doing their homework and being cared for properly.

It was a rewarding experience, she said, and would do it again. “The people were so happy and would offer whatever they could. The children knew you by name and were thankful for whatever you could give them.”

Kleingartner hopes to see a good turnout for the new course if it is approved. She said it would be especially beneficial for students in North Dakota that haven’t experienced much diversity. “I’ve always had a special interest in issued that offer a different perspective on life. I really believe in this project.”

Brossart agrees on the importance of the project. “Until people can actually see the poverty for themselves, they can’t understand what an impact it will make on your life.”
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