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Dad and two sons to help build homes in Guatemala

By Valerie Schwarz

Some things in life are so meaningful they have to be shared.

The effect of Ed King’s travels to Guatemala last summer was too great to keep to himself. He is returning this year and taking his sons with him.

It may prove to be a trip to remember for many reasons – it will be the longest time his sons, born of two mothers, have ever spent together. David is 38 and Will is 15.

They will work for two weeks in Guatemala with the Bismarck, N.D.-based GOD’S CHILD Project, helping improve or build homes for people, then spend a week seeing the Mayan ruins of Tikal in the steamy Guatemalan jungle and snorkeling in Belize.

Ed King knows about Latin American culture. He received a Masters degree in Latin American history and government from the University of Colorado at Boulder and lived in Chile for a year. A fluent Spanish speaker, he has taught 25 different history courses and has traveled to 20 different Latin American countries. These days, he is the only white teacher at Sparc Academy in Raleigh (N.C.), a K-8 grade school where he teaches social studies and Latin American culture to African American children on the campus of St. Augustine College.

“These kids need to be exposed to Latin American culture,” King said.

As a member of the Friends Meeting in Chapel Hill, King learned about the GOD’S CHILD Project and the work that ServiceTeams had been doing in Antigua Guatemala. The GOD’S CHILD Project helps the poor break the chains of poverty through education and formation, and is the largest private foster-care program in Central America. It currently finances and provides for the education of 2,533 children in 87 schools. 

Over 10 years’ time, groups who have traveled there have helped build The Dreamer Center, which includes the Atkinson Family Clinic that provides free medical service to the poor. While service team groups are there, they help build or rebuild homes for poor families.

King said that last year they helped people build a house where 15 people would live. “It was made of cinder blocks and corrugated steel. We had to build bunks alongside the walls of this small space.”

In a home where he worked, he said, “The little girls made personalized thank you cards for us. Later, we went to a street fair, and they were there. We danced in the streets with them.

“I was there 10 days and only worked six days, but we did three projects. I stayed in the home of Don Victor Julio Rodriguez, a retired rural educator and former mayor of Antigua,” King said. “He lost his son last year to cancer, and he was going through grief. He was a wonderful man and at the end of my stay, I gave him a gift and told him how much I appreciated everything he had done for me.”

His 77-year-old host then did something that still amazes King.

“He had a set of books of each Mayan village – a whole set of 20 books for elementary education that are oral histories of people from villages.

“The last day I was there he gave me his set. He said, ‘Take them, use them,’ King said.

King took them reluctantly, recognizing his host’s sacrifice, but he uses them with pride in the sixth-grade class he teaches. The books are written in Spanish, but the pictures are brilliant, and he translates the stories for the students.

King said that a part of his reason for taking his sons this year was the influence of his host.

“He saw in me someone younger still carrying on,” Ed King said. “I got close enough to him that I realized this was part of him working out his grief.”

King came home and started talking about his experience.

He compelled his older son, David to go.

“I think The GOD’S CHILD Project, from hearing my father talk about it, is a direct way to help the people,” David King said. “I knew I could help make a difference. I couldn’t resist going with my father and little brother; traveling to foreign lands to fight sea monsters!”

David will be a Language Arts teacher of seventh and eighth-graders at the Catham Charter School in Siler City when school begins again. He looks forward to another aspect of the trip – meeting another language arts teacher he has heard about through his life but never met – a classmate of his father’s from Duke, Dick Bevis.

“We graduated in 1959,” Ed King said. “He just retired in Vancouver and will join us in Guatemala.”

“I’ve never met him but I’m sure I’ll be hearing stories about my father from him,” David said.

David will be sharing stories of his travels each day as he provides an electronic journal that he will email to The GOD’S CHILD Project’s webmaster for posting on the program’s web-site.

Will King, a rising sophomore at Chapel Hill High School, was, like his brother, influenced by his father’s trip last year.

“My dad told me about the experiences he had last year and the things he had learned,” Will King said. “I thought it would be great for me to take part in that as well.”

Even though he doesn’t speak Spanish.

“My dad speaks fluent Spanish, and my brother speaks some. Hopefully they can help me out.”

“It’s really important to go to third-world countries. You get so much more depth of emotion for the people,” Ed King said. “Working with them, you learn something when you come home. That’s why I wanted to take my sons down.”

To hope The GOD’S CHILD Project, you can make a donation, sponsor a godchild, or serve as a short-term or long-term volunteer. For information, contact the project at P.O. Box 1573, Bismarck, N.D. 58502-1573 (701-255-7956), or visit www.GodsChild.org.
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