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Eye surgery helps orphan

Fargo (AP) – Fargo doctors successfully performed a rare four-hour surgery on a 2-year-old Guatemalan orphan Wednesday.

Ophthalmologist Lance Bergstrom operated on Silver Vega Lemus, who traveled to Fargo last week with his grandmother and a translator.

Guatemalan doctors removed Silver’s eye and sewed the socket shut after Silver was injured in a drug-related attack last Nov. 25. Silver’s parents were killed, and he and his sister Katarine were badly injured.

Through Bismarck-based charity GOD’S CHILD, Silver is getting the medical attention necessary for his face to develop normally.

Bergstrom performed a dermal fat graft on Silver to repair his eye socket. That process required removing a 2-inch piece of fat from Silver’s upper thigh and attaching it to his eye socket.

After about a month, Silver can be fitted for a prosthetic eye.

During the surgery, Bergstrom made a surprising discovery: Guatemalan doctors inserted a small marble into the eye socket before sewing it shut.

Although the marble didn’t cause any additional harm, Bergstrom said it was too small for the eye socket, which would cause the eye to cave in.

The surgery is uncommon, Bergstrom said, because doctors in the United States would have repaired the eye socket immediately.

Silver was sedated during the surgery at Northern Plains Surgery Center and later taken to Innovis Hospital, where he will remain through Friday.

“As long as he doesn’t get an infection, things should turn out just great for him,” Bergstrom said.

Following the surgery, Silver cried out “pacha”, the Spanish word for bottle, and “abuela”, which means grandmother.

Silver’s grandmother, Rosa Torres Osorio Dechez, doesn’t speak English and had never been to the United States.

Torres said she’s had to be strong since her daughter and son-in-law were killed. She and her husband moved from El Salvador to care for Silver and his two sisters, Silvia and Katarine, in Antigua, Guatemala.
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