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GOD’S CHILD PROJECT
Project continues to help poor children from Guatemala
By Andrea Johnson
Staff Writer


Like many people in the Central American nation of Guatemala, Oscar Mejia comes from a poor family.

His brothers and sister received no education after the sixth grade. But thanks to help from Patrick Atkinson, the founder of The GOD’S CHILD Project, Mejia beat those odds. He went to college and is now helping impoverished children and families in his home country.

Mejia told a class of Spanish students at Minot State University on Thursday that he knows it is possible for others like him to have better lives with help from others.

The GOD’S CHILD Project was founded in 1991 by Patrick Atkinson, a Bismarck native who had worked 10 years with a Guatemalan orphanage during the 1980’s. After he returned to North Dakota, he was contacted by children from the orphanage who been turned out to fend for themselves. They asked Atkinson to return to take care of them. With help from individuals, churches, organizations, and others in North Dakota, Atkinson started The GOD’S CHILD Project. 

Initially it helped just 35 children. 

Now, The GOD’S CHILD Project helps more than 2,500 children across the country with scholarships to attend school, and provides medical help, clothing, food and funding that enables children to live with their families or to stay with foster families if they are orphaned or if their home lives are too bad.

Groups from across North Dakota and elsewhere in the United States have traveled to Guatemala to build houses for GOD’S CHILD Project families that own land, said Mejia. A group from Little Flower Catholic Church in Minot plans to travel to Guatemala to build houses there in the summer. 

Mejia and Christy Kronberg, community educator for the Bismarck office of The GOD’S CHILD Project, were in Minot to work at a fundraiser for the project. A Latin dance night was held at the Embassy in Minot to raise money for the project. 

Kronberg said The GOD’S CHILD Project is always in need of monetary or material donations. Families may choose to sponsor a child for a set amount per month, or to make a one-time donation. School supplies, clothing or other donations are also needed.

Kronberg said 97 percent of every dollar goes directly to the children. Children receive scholarship assistance from elementary school through university, Kronberg said. Kids assisted by The GOD’S CHILD Project have a 95 percent high school graduation rate. Half of them go on to college. In Guatemala, only five percent of the regular population graduates from high school, and one-half of one percent receive a university education. 

Mejia said the country was devastated by a 36-year long civil war that ended in 1996. Guatemala City is infested with drugs, violence and gang activity, Mejia said.

Now the country has a democratic government, but Mejia said it has not done much to help its impoverished citizens. Nonprofit groups such as The GOD’S CHILD Project are the best hope for helping citizens to lift themselves out of poverty.

The GOD’S CHILD Project helps the poorest of the poor children, those who scavenge in the dump for something to eat, and those who live in crowded homes made of cardboard, plastic or cane, Mejia said. Families must apply for assistance and meet criteria to be chosen. Mejia said it is difficult to choose who will be helped because all of the families are poor.

But, one child at a time, one family at a time, The GOD’S CHILD Project is helping to build a better future for Guatemala.

For more information about The GOD’S CHILD Project, contact its U.S. headquarters (701) 255-7956, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573, or check its web-site:

www.GodsChild.org or www.Albergue.org or www.ANA.org.gt
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