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Dancing the night away
By Stephanie Nicholson

Salsa, Salsa, Salsa!

Last week, The GOD’S CHILD Project hosted a fundraiser at the Embassy to benefit 2,583 homeless and at-risk children in Guatemala.

More than 150 people attended, and over $ 1,000 was collected.

The event began with the Magic City Music Factory sprinkling wax on the floor to prepare for the dance lessons. Lessons were taught by Christy Kronberg and demonstrated by Oscar Mejia and Elizabeth Nava. The Salsa and Merengue were taught, and MSU’s Spanish Club demonstrated the Cumbia.

The GOD’S CHILD Project was founded in Bismarck, North Dakota, by Patrick Atkinson in 1991. The project is run by a small staff and lots of volunteers. Over 370 people helped last year. Volunteers include construction workers, dentists and doctors.

The project is funded through fundraisers, friends and benefactors. Ninety-five percent of program funds are used to help the children.

Mejia, the project’s ServiceTeam Coordinator from Guatemala, and Kronberg, Community Educator for the project in Bismarck, visited Mauricio Nava-Delgado and Elizabeth Nava’s Spanish classes at MSU, to share the culture of Guatemala as well as the purpose of The GOD’S CHILD Project.

“The core of what we do is education, and only with education can kids break out of the cycle of poverty and change the social and economic conditions,” Mejia said. “All countries in Central America are very, very poor, and Guatemala is one of the poorest.”

The population of Guatemala is about 12 million, and the wealthy 2 percent own just about everything. There is a huge gap between the poor and the rich.

“We get all our help from here, because in Guatemala it is not possible,” Mejia said. “Many families earn about $ 50 a month, and the minimum salary to cover basic needs is $ 140.”

The program’s center in Guatemala provides a sachool and a medical center. The center is a place for kids to come and be educated. The program will support the children as far as they want to take their education. Applications are accepted and house visits are made to determine which children are selected for the program.

“We serve the poorest of the poor,” Kronberg said.

“I am an example of what the program has accomplished,” Mejia said.

Mejia was born and raised in Guatemala and was a student in The GOD’S CHILD Project. His brothers and sisters only made it through the sixth grade, but he is now finishing his degree in social work.

“This work is very special to me, especially to work with my own people. I know it is possible to change the problem of poverty. We thank the people in North Dakota because people here have given much,” he said.

Volunteers from the Social Work Department and the Spanish Club helped to set up the Salsa fundraiser. People learned how to dance, and 2,583 kids will benefit from the proceeds which will give them the chance to break the cycle of poverty.

For more information about The GOD’S CHILD Project, contact its U.S. headquarters (701) 255-7956, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573, or check its web-site:

www.GodsChild.org or www.Albergue.org or www.ANA.org.gt
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