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- PILGRIMS TO GUATEMALA –


23 pilgrims help GOD’S CHILD Project children in Guatemala
by Megan Schumacher


This past summer the lives of fifteen students from St. Mary’s Central High School in Bismarck changed. These students had the experience of a lifetime in Guatemala, working and helping the poor. 

The students had prepared for the journey all summer. They had worked hard with fundraisers like car washes, a dinner, and a bake sale. At that point they were all ready for the real work, which was building houses in the midst of poverty in the city of Antigua, Guatemala. They were not ready, however, for the physical, emotional, and spiritual changes that were to lie ahead of them.

The week started on July 27 when the pilgrims, along with the chaperones, arrived in Antigua, Guatemala. The chaperones were Paul Eberle, Marilyn Miller, Jesse Kalberer, Shannon Jangula and Fr. James Shea, Chaplain at St. Mary’s. Three of Fr. Shea’s brothers also accompanied the group.

The following day the group had a tour of The Dreamer Center, where The GOD’S CHILD Project is located. There they were able to see the chapel, the school where the students study, the clinic, the playground and the offices. A memorable experience was when the children at the school had recess and the group was suddenly swarmed with the school children. The pilgrims felt like movie stars as they played with the children because everyone had a child hanging on them. The rest of the day included a tour of the city of Antigua, which is beautiful.

The next four days were the most difficult, yet the most rewarding. Each day of work started with Mass in the Dreamer Center’s chapel. Going to Mass was the highlight of the day for most pilgrims. Everyone loved praying and singing with the children, and the children loved it just as much. The work, although hard, was also a lot of fun. The group – 23 people in all – split up into four work teams.

On the first workday, the pilgrims dug the hole for the foundation, and then they built the foundation with blocks and cement. The floor was then laid the following day. This was difficult because it required a lot of cement to be made, which was the most strenuous part. On the third and fourth days, the pilgrims worked on putting the wood frames together, putting them up, adding the fiberboard, assembling the metal roof, and then painting the house blue. Every team experienced problems and hardships, but the results were worth it.

When the pilgrims weren’t working, they spent a lot of time at a small place called the No Sé Café. One night the group went to a salsa club and enjoyed an evening of dancing. The Guatemalans even taught some of the pilgrims how to salsa dance! The weekend was spent in Panajachel and Chichicastenango. The pilgrims attended an all-Spanish Mass in Chichicastenango. Although it was in Spanish, the pilgrims could still understand what was going on. Following Mass, the group explored the famous markets there. It was really nice to have a relaxing break after a week of hard work.

On the last night of the trip, the pilgrims gathered for dinner at the Dreamer Center, followed by a reflection in the chapel. During the reflection, each student and chaperone told a story about a moment in Guatemala that they will never forget. Everyone was amazed that the children were so grateful for the small things the pilgrims brought them such as bubbles and candy. Everyone remembered a time when a child smiled at him or her. Even though there was a language gap, that child’s smile said so much. 

One work team recalled a time when a chaperone in the team had to get stitches after an injury. That forced everyone on the team to work a little harder in order to get done on time. The reflection was a time of realization for all. The pilgrims discovered that the pilgrimage to Guatemala had changed them for the better. They realized how good they have it and that other people are not so lucky. No one will ever forget that night. It was a night of laughter and tears, joy and sorrow.

Each pilgrim came to Guatemala prepared for anything. What they experienced, though, was something that no one could have prepared for. When the pilgrims came home they would try to explain what happened during the pilgrimage, but most students found it difficult to explain what it was really like. No one could understand the feelings that each pilgrim felt during the trip. Although the pilgrims worked very hard, each one will tell you that the pilgrimage to Guatemala has been the most positive experience of their lifetime.

For more information about The GOD’S CHILD Project, contact its U.S. headquarters (701) 255-7956, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573, or check its web-site:

www.GodsChild.org or www.Albergue.org or www.ANA.org.gt
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