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ROTARY CLUBS TAKE MOTTO TO HEART
Organizations fund and design education center in Guatemala
Sunday, August 11, 1996
Chris Bjorke 

Minot and other western North Dakota Rotary clubs took their motto--"service before self"--to heart when they embarked on a project to build an educational center in the heart of a Guatemalan slum.

The Rotarian Educational Center will provide free education and resources to some of the poorest children in Antigua, Guatemala, as part of The GOD'S CHILD Project, a charity organization based in Bismarck.

The Minot Rotary club and the Minot Sunrise Rotary Club, along with other North Dakota clubs, will be involved in the center at every step, from funding, to designing, to building, according to Pat Atkinson, director of GOD'S CHILD Project.

The person responsible for getting many of the North Dakota clubs involved was North Dakota State Auditor Robert Peterson.

WORKING TOGETHER

Peterson, who is chairman-elect of a Rotary Club International district stretching from eastern Montana to Thunder Bay, Ontario, approached rotaries in Minot, Bismarck, Mandan, Bowman, Dickinson, Watford City and Williston to get involved in the project. Together they raised $32,000 for the center. They are hoping for another $25,000 o $30,000 from Rotary Club International, according to Peterson.

"We'll be taking care of kids that are homeless and living in garbage dumps," Peterson said. "And hopefully, if they have an education, they can get a job."

The Minot Rotary Club plans to contribute $1,500 to $2,000 a year for the next three to five years, Dick Olson, club president, said.

Although the Minot Sunrise Rotary club is a relatively new organization with still a small membership, they've decided to make the GOD'S CHILD Project one of their main priorities, according to club president Jim Vachal.

Once built, the Rotarian Educational Center will be more than just a school, Atkinson said. It will provide free education to the children of the San Felipe slum, offer remedial education to older students, and provide teacher development and training.

"There's a lot of violence, hatred and disharmony in Guatemala, and only with education can we knock these walls down," Atkinson said.
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